
JAPANESE OCCUPATION: "SECRET MARKS"
IN THE LAUREL ISSUE CACHET-CANCEL

Starting with the Bureau of Communications
official cachet of May 7, 1944 (Figure 11, whcih
was applied to First Day Covers of the stamps
issued to commemorate the Second Anniversary of
the Fall of Bataan and Corregidor (Scon Nos. N35­
361. "control numbers" were incorporated con­
spicuously within the design of that and sub­
sequent cachets and cacheN::ancels. The illustrated
example bears number "4" at the twelve o'clock
position. A similarly numbered rubber stamp was
issued to each postal employee assigned to process
covers on the day of issue, thus making it possible
to trace any impression on cover to a particular
clerk. As the name implies, it is believed that the
"control numbers" were but one manifestation of
the tight censorship regulations imposed by the
Japanese, and were intended to discourage the
postal clerks from processing any covers with pro­
American or anti-Japanese inscriptions.

When the Bureau of Communications prepared
the cachet-eancellers for First Day Covers of the
"Laurel Issue" of January 12, 1945 (Scon Nos.
N37-39), commemorating the October 14, 1944.
First Anniversary of the Inauguration of the
Republika ng Pilipinas. a new innovation appeared:
instead of the "control numbers" employed pre­
viously, "secret marks" now were incorporated

CHANGE OF AODRESS:

COL. (RET) STUART M. MITCHELL ­
114 S.W. 56th Terrace, Cape Coral, Flo­
rida 33904; Dec. 12,1908; Phils: General;
Others: US, Canada, UN; Member: APS.
Cape Coral SC.
CHUNG DUN YEUNG - P.O. Box 2093
Hennessy Rd., Hong Kong; Aug, 1, 1933;
Phils: all areas; Others: China. Japan,
HongKong. Bonds and Share Cenificates.
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FRANCIS KRUEGGER III - 35-30 81st St..
Jackson Heights, New York 11372.

JACK ALBEA - 206 Veta, Pueblo, Colorado
81004.

DONALD J. PETERSON - 320 North Columbus

St., Alexadria, Va. 22314.
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Fig. 1
within the inscription. It is presumed that the
"secret marks" served the same purpose as the
"control numbers", In the only reference which I
have been able to find in the previous literature,
the "Official Organ of the AFF" (1) mentioned
that "according to the ben of our information,
there were 16 cachets in the series". Based upon
that comment, it seems logical to presume that
there should be 16 different "secret marks" to be
found in impressions of the Laurel issue cachet·
cancel. However, after examining hundreds of
covers, I have discovered only 13 positions, as
illustrated below. The 13 known positions have
been classified tentatively as Positions 1 through
13; "tentatively", for the obvious reason that the
system of classification by position clockwise mon
likely will require modification if and when the
presently-tJnknown three positions are identified,
Readers of this journal are urged to examine their
holdings of the laurel FOGs and to advise the
author or the Editor if the exact positions of the
three missing "secret marks" can be found,

(11 "Official Organ of the AFF, 1942-1945";
Asociacion Filatelica de Filipinas; Manila; May,
1946; Vol. VII, No.1, p. 34.

by Eugene A. Garrett

GREG A. HERBERT - UP College of
Veterinary Medicine, Diliman, a.c., Phils;
April 5. 1954; Phils: General; Others: US,
UN, Bird and Bunerflies on stamps; Mem­
ber: ATA.
ANTON 10 so - 94 Don Jose St., Quezon
City. Phils; March 9.1949; Phils: all areas.
JON P. SCHRAG - P.O. Box 3130. Ma·
nila. Phils; Oct. 2, 1942; Phils: all areas;
Others: USA; Member: APS.
MAGTANGGOL C. RIVERO - 1346 M.
Hizan St.,Sta. Cruz. Manila, Phils; Aug.
10.1945; Phils: all areas.
C.M. NIELSEN - P.O. Box 21005. Salt
Lake City, Utah 84121; March 8, 1922;
Phils: US Administration, Jap. Occupa­
tion, Aguinaldo, Phil. Emergency and
Guerrilla money, Phil. bank notes; Others:
US, BNA esp. back of the book materials,
Allied, Axis, Jap. Issues of WW II; Mem­
ber: APS, APC, ARPL, ARA, China SS,
Cinderella SC. Croatian PS, German PS.
3rd Reich SG, ISJP, Lithuanian PS, S.
Allan Taylor So., State Rev. So., WCC,
Civil Censorship SG, USPPS, 4th Class
Cane. Club.
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Positl,on 1;

Position 4.

Position 7.

Position 10.
•

PO'lition 2.

Position 5.

Position 8.

Position 11 •
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Position J.

Position 6.

Position 9.

_Posi tion 12. Position 13.




