
1917 SPECIAL DELIVERY STAMPS

Specimen Overprint
I lor izonta l  "Speci r "nen" (13 x 1.8 rnrn)  overpr in t ,
ABNCo. Secur i ty  punch cancel .  A s ingle sheet  o1 '

Fifteen Exumples Recorded

lssued:  I )ecember 22.  lq41 -  No.  Pr in ted:  I  1  Mi l l ion

Imperlbrate Block of Four
A single sheet of '  100 stamps was released in error
withoLrt perfbrat ions. Only Recorded Mult iple.

Six Exumples Recorded
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applied in red by
100 overprirrted.
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From top  pane o{ '100.
P la te  No.  b  12413
Plate number found
only on this pane and
always in the same
pos i t ion

From bottom pane
of 100. Order No.
I-  13700, found only
on this pane and

always in the same
position
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The 20 Centavos Rose-Lilac Special Delivery stamp, measuring 34.5 x 22 mm.. was engraved, on un-watermarked paper, and printed by the
American Bank N o1e Company in plates of 200 stamps, div ided into two panes of 100 stamps each, l0 x | 0 stamps per pane, and perforated
l:. l 'herc were three printings ofthis stamp. The original order was lbr 4 m il l ion slamps, the second order was fbr 2 m il l ion stamps and the
third and final order was lbr 5 mill ion stamps.

Special Delivery service was available on domestic mail, and all mail matter posted to the United States and its Possessions, except for parcel
post service. (Adm. Order No. | 9, series of 1947 and un-numbered c ircular, March 10, I 955.) The fee fbr the serv ice was 20c for domestic
mail, and 40c for outbound mail in addition to ordirary postage. Postal regulations mandated that Special Delivery service be paid in advance
of delively, and only by using the Special Delivery stamp. Special delivery matter was required to be plain ly marked on the address side with
the words. "Special Delivery." Nonetheless, ifa Special Delivery stamp was applied. the additional service was provided even in the absence
ofthose words. Special Delivery service provided fastef delivery at the destination only.


