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PREFACE

Since this work first appeared, serially,
in THE PHILATELIC GAZETTE, several
changes and corrections have become neces-
sary through additional knowledge ac-
quired by the writer as to many facts
previously unknown. Had these all been
of minor importance a complete revision
of certain parts would have been unneces-
sary and might have been corrected by
addition of foot-notes in this Handbook.
Unfortunately, however, and due to the
presence of the writer in Manila during
1905-7, where he was out of touch with
philatelic affairs elsewhere in the world,
he entirely failed to have any cognizance
of the valuable series of articles written
by Mr. L. Hanciau and published in Stan-
ley Gibbons' Monthly ] ournal for l005~6.
under the title of "The Postal Issues of
the Spanish Colony of the Philippines." In
fact his attention was called to this most
valuable series of articles only in July,
1911, when the publication of this work
serially had progressed beyond the points
most affected. In order to bring this work
before philatelists who may be interested
in the form of a Handbook (as was origi-
nally intended), and to make it as correct
and valuable as possible, a complete re-
vision of the earlier portion has been neces-
sary, and is given accordingly.

Mr. L. Hanciau, for many years con-
nected with the J. B. Moens Co., and editor
of a wel1 known stamp journal called
Le Timbre Paste. was in 'in excellent posi-
tion to have early and accu rate in forma-
tion as to current events and stamp issues
in various countries through the firm's cor-
respondents in them. It was in 1884 that
J. B. Moens purchased from the Philip-
pines Treasury authorities all postal sup-
plies then on hand in their offices at Manila.
It is judged. from internal evidence of
Hanciau's articles, that this accurate corre-
spondence did not begin very much earlier
than that date, and hence his data as to
previous happenings and issues is liable to
inaccuracy as in the case of other authori-
ties. He was therefore dependent. for re-
searches as to earlier issues. upon the in-
formation available to the Manila corre-
spondents and the records to which they
could obtain access. as well as to records
(cited by other authorities) at Madrid.
This will account for the continued lack
of definite knowledge as to the Manila
issues (all up to the 1864 issue, Scott's No.
21), and all of the surcharges. The Span-

ish records seem to have been well pre-
served and accessible, but much of the cor-
respondence from the Manila authorities
as well a5f many of their decrees seem
to have been lost or destroyed; this still
leaves much data to be inferred instead
of being accurately known. However, Mr.
Hanciau quotes a number of decrees, from
both Spanish and Manila authorities,
hitherto not available to the writer, which
shed much light upon, and sometimes
settle definitely, certain matters which were
previously obscure. It may be added that
the comments of Mr. C. J. Phillips in the
AI all tM3' ] our nal are also very valuable,
and have been of great assistance to the
writer.

The writer is, however, unable to agree
in all of the conclusions of Mr. Hanciau,
or to accept him as the final authority as
to what stamps and surcharges were issued
since Mencarini. through the number of
years spent by him in Manila and through
his intimate personal acquaintance with the
officials who actually dealt with the Manila
issues and all surcharges. as well as with
Manila philatelists who were already ardent
collectors during, or even prior to, the sur-
charged issues, should be a first-hand au-
thority or as nearly so as anyone now
known. Having access only to the Manila
records (many of which were missing even
then), he naturally enough is sometimes
in error as to the earlier issues: as to the
surcharges. however. his information (so
far as it can be confirmed from other
sources) seems to be very accurate and
complete, Except in a few cases. he and
Hanciau agree: in the exceptions it has
been necessary to accept the authority of
sometimes the one and at other times the
other. For example. Hanciau does not list
at all Scott's Nos. 114. 115. 318 and 319, all
of which are listed bv Mencarin i. They
agree on the issue of No. 112. which is the
writer's only reason for accepting it as
having been genuinely issued. The writer
also accepts as genuine Scott's Nos. 114 and
115 for reasons given in listing them, while
considering his Nos. 318 and 319 as very
doubtful. In this connection it may be
added that either or both of these eminent
authorities may have been deceived into
accepting, as genuine. surcharged issue
made. dur ing the regular issue by persons
in Manila for the purpose of defrauding
the postal authorities. Usually the appear-
ance of a stamp in postally used condition,



PREFACE.

especially on the original cover. may be
accepted as positive proof of genuine issue.
This has not proven true with certain Phil-
ippines stamps (as well as in other coun-
tries); hence the process of "weeding
out" counterfeits among the surcharges is
still going on as evidence accumulates, with
the result that a surcharged stamp may be
accepted as genuine at one time and later
rejected as a counterfeit by the same ex-
pert. As a case in point it may be stated
that both Mr. ]. M. Bartels and the writer
have, within the past two years, purchased
at a high price and as rarities Scott's o.
61 in the only type in which it is known
and which they are now agreed is probably
a counterfeit.

These facts are here noted merely to
explain the lack of definiteness shown
throughout this work as to what were genu-
ine and duly authorized issues or sur-
charges. The author desires to be per-
fectly frank with all concerned, and has
therefore put the existing status before his
readers with added warning as to what and
how to purchase. if at all, in certain cases.

Aside from the authorities cited above,
it may be said that this work is primarily
based upon "The Postage Stamps of the
Philippines" (Bartels, Foster and Palmer,
lr04), as added to or amended by later
information and experience of the writer,
who has since passed two years (1905-7) at
Manila where he investigated to the very
best of his ability and opportunity all ques-
tions considered unsettled or doubtful at
that time. During the writing and publi-
cation of this work. he has also had the
hearty co-operation of Mr. ]. :'1. Bartels,
especially in matters relating- to counter-
feits and to the latest issues up to the very
date of this publication.

The writer is also greatly indebted to
Mr. Bartels for the loan of his superb col-
lection for purposes of study and com-
parison, as well as to Mr. G. H. Worthing-
top (through Xlr. Alvin Good). Mr. F. Ap-
thorp Foster of Boston. and :.\ r. C. DeLacey
Evans of Baltimore, for the loan of stamps,
blocks, etc .. from their own fine collections
of these interesting stamps. and for the
same purpose.

He also desires to record his gratitude to
Xlr. W. W. Randall. editor of THE PHILA-
TELICGAZETTE,for his unfailing kindness
and courtesy in all matters relating to the
publication hereof.

In form, as will be noted, the plan was
adopted for interspersing the historical data
where it naturally belonged; for a similar
reason the stamps are listed in order of
exact dates of issue, so far as known, as
some collectors (including the writer him-
self) will prefer to mount their stamps
according to this system. which permits
of a much better understanding of the rea-
sons for the various issues and types even
by the general collector, while for the
specialist no other system would seem
worthy of consideration. In order to
facilitate reference to our Standard Cata-
logue, however, Scott's 1912 Catalogue
numbers are also given, to the right of the
description and in parenthesis. This gives
each stamp a dual number, viz.: its num-
her serially in this work and the catalogue
number also. For further convenience,
more particularly for specialists. an index
is added ,by which one may see at a glance
the serial number in this work or in "The
Postage Stamps of the Philippines" of any
stamp listed in this country by Scott's Cata-
logue.

X 0 one realizes more than the writer how
far from ideal is this work. or in how
many directions. An ideal work on this
subject was not known to him. aside from
the mere fact that no other known work
except the annual catalogue listed the
stamps of the later issues, or gave infor-
mation regarding them. It is therefore
trusted that all interested will take the will
for the deed. as the writer has given his best
efforts to putting before them all knowl-
edge now available as to these stamps which
have so long been to him most fascinating
objects both of search and research.

F. L. P AL:'IER,
Xlajor u. . Army, Retired.

:.rember A. P. S", }'1. P. S., Boston P. S..
etc.

.-\tlanta. Ga., June 8, 1912.







THE POSTAL ISSUES OF THE PHILIPPIXES.

proper officials of stamps so used encour-
aged this indiscriminate use, with the result
that it is often very difficult if not im-
possible to distinguish postal use except
as to original covers. Later, and partially
because of recognition of the custom above
referred to, we find that some of the stamps
were made with a view to interchangeable
use; as, for example, the issue of 1898-99 for
mail and telegraph purposes. Another noted
instance is the ten-cent green telegraph
stamp of 1888, the top margin of which
reads "PARA UNIO~ POSTAL UNI-
VERSAL" (for Universal Postal Union
uses), though the upper label is "TELE-
GRAFOS," showing primary use for tele-
graph purposes.

Another fact to be noted on account of
its effect on the philatelic history of these
islands, is that practically all of the officials,
of the higher orders at least, were Span-
iards who were aliens from their home
country, few in numbers relatively to the
bulk of the population. and much thrown
together by thei r official duties. Naturally,
therefore, they constituted the social classes,
and became, temporarily at least, personal
friends, also. Each within his own sphere
might at some time be able to do favors for
another, or might himself desire them. This
is also true of the American officials of the
present day, though not to the same extent
and with by no means the same results in
the philatelic sense.

CHA PTER III.

POST.\L HISTORY.

The first known postal decree, in the
Philippines, bears date of November 7,
1838, and orders:

"The concentrating of the administration of the
mails at ~Ianila, and the receipt, direction, and de-
livery of correspondence both for the interior and
abroad. For the interior the cost to the public
shall cover only the actual expense of handling the
mail. The cost is fixed at 2 euartos per letter to
the mail carrier who shan be appointed by the ad-
ministration."

The proof that the correspondence had
passed through the central office was to be
a cancellation stamp reading ~fANILA-ISs
FILIPs-and the date, in a circle. As the
Philippines constituted the 31st postal dis-
trict of Spain, this cancellation stamp also
bears the figures 31 at each side, and is of
the same type as the dated stamp introduced
in 1842 for use throughout Spain. Though
long antedatinz the introduction of adhesive
stamps for the islands. this cancellation
stamp appears on covers as late as 1863.
Until 1859 it usually appears on some other
part of the cover, in accordance with its
original purpose, while the stamps had a
different obliteration. Beginning probably
in 1859, this cancellation appears on the

stamps themselves, thus combining the uses
of proof and obliteration.

POST OFFICES.

~s ,.dteL. above, the Philippines consti-
tued the 31st postal district of Spain, and
the head offices were at Manila. The Gen-
eral Postoffice of Manila, on Escolta street
and in the main business portion of the city,
was concerned only with the handling and
forwarding of all mails arriving at Manila,
and with deliveries in and near the city.
Quite different was the Bureau of Posts,
etc., on Anloague street in quite anotne-
part of the city, where the stamps were
made or rol;:eived, stored until furnished on
requisitions, where surcharging was done,
where stamps were sent for destruction
when recalled from use, and where all
stamp accounts were audited. While it 15
not definitely known to be true, it is believed
that all stamps of all governmental depart-
ments were handled at the "Hacienda
Publica" as it was called, but that the ad-
ministrative offices for postal affairs of the
islands were in a still different part of the
city, namelv, at the Government House (the
Ayuntamiento) in Manila proper, the walled
city.

In addition to the Manila offices, there
were offices of the first class at Albay,
Camarines-Sur, Iloilo, Pangasinan, Cebu,
and Zamboagna. There were also, at other
places, seven offices of the second class, fif-
teen of the third, and twenty-four of the
fourth, making a total of fifty-three regu-
lar offices, aside from branch offices and
other places with postal supplies for sale.
In all of the larger cities, and particularly
in Manila, stamps were on sale at various
stores or "tiendas" (native "shops")
throughout the city, for the convenience of
the public. It does not appear to have been
contrary to law to sell the stamps at an
increased price over face, as it was very g-en-
erally done in Spanish days and the custom
existed, to the writer's knowledge, as late as
1905. In fact, even at the Manila Postoffice
(in Spanish days) the stamps were sold by
a "concessionary," rather than by a post-
office employee. And as he had to pay him-
self from the profits. and probably a pre-
mium for his "concession" also, it is more
than likely that he sold the stamps at a
premium instead of being supplied by the
government at a discount, even if both
methods of profit did not exist.

TRANSPORTATION.

Mail was transported to the interior by
rail or water as far as possible, and thence
by wagon, horse, or by foot carrier from
town to town, each town employing its Own
carriers to the surrounding- villages which
contributed their share toward the carrier's
pay. Due to lack of education and inter-

9
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ests away from their home vicinity, very lit-
tle correspondence was carried on by the
natives themselves. It is also probable that
inherited suspicion of Spanish methods
caused many letters to be sent by hand,
rather than through postal channels. for
fear the letters would be opened by the
postal authorities and private matters spied
into and acted upon. From this also arose
a custom of placing only one of the stamps,
where several were used, on the face of
the letter and pasting the others over the
flaps of th~ envelope, so that the letter could
not be opened without destroying the
stamps.

l\Iail arrived at Xl anila from Europe twice
a month bv means of Spanish, French, or
English steamers, by way of Brindisi; the
time from Manila to Cadiz was about forty-
eight days. This fact, coupled with the well-
known dilatory methods of Spanish officials
and the further fact that (except for a short
period) all Philippines stamps were made in
Spain, will go far to explain the necessity
for the many surcharged issues and the
known postal use of stamps of other de-
partments.

Since 1898 a regular U. S. Army transport
service has been in operation and carries
mail to and from the islands about twice a
month. As mail goes by all steamship lines
to the Orient, and thence to the islands by
way of Hong Kong, it is now exceptional
when Manila does not have at [nast three
mails each way each week. Inter-island U.
S. Army transports as well as merchant
steamers carry mail to the islands other than
Luzon; 0 that, while they do not have the
excellent mail facilities of the main i land,
even the mo t remote places now have at
least two mails each way per month.

Further details as to the establishment and
conduct of the postal service under the U. S.
official may well be postponed till we come
to con ider the urr ha rged i sues of the U.
S. for these islands. Enough has been said
already to give a fair idea of conditions ex-
isting under Spanish dominion, and we can
now pass to some of the other problems
confronting the collector of these interest-
ing issues.

CHAPTER IV.

AVATLA13LE SUPPL ".S.

At some stage or other each collector
is confronted with the necessity of decid-
ing what sort of a collection he shal1 at-
tempt, in any country, and many and vari-
ous are the reasons which influence him in
determining whether to specialize or make
only a general collection, and ,in the lat-
ter case, whether it shall be of "mint" or
used copies, or both. While himself an
extreme specialist in the stamps and stamp
issues of these islands, not merely postal

10
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but of all kinds, the writer realizes full
well that many others have not his per-
sonal interest in them, and that, through
greater interest in other countries, many
will desire to limit their collections of
these issues as greatly as possible consis-
tent with their own ideals. But even the
general collector has to face the problems
of "used or unused," and "what constitutes
collectible varieties?" Hence, further de-
tails are needed to aid in arriving at a
decision on these important questions.

As we have seen, the governing classes,
military forces, and principal merchants,
were foreigners, and most of them Span-
ish. It naturally followed that a very
large proportion of the correspondence,
private as welI as official, was with Spain;
hence Spain was, for many years, the
chief source of supply for stamps of the
Philippines. Due to the opening up of the
islands to Americans in and ince 1898, the
supplies remaining in the islands have be-
come available and reach collectors through
American sources rather than Spanish. It
is therefore worth while to examine into
the question of what constitutes these sup-
plies, a it i upon them that the future
collector must principally rely.

For the Spanish issues the principal
sources of supply may be given as:

First.-Telegraph offices throughout the
islands.

Second.-The Bureau of Archives at
Manila, and similar offices in the capitols
of the va riou provinces.

Third.-Commercial houses.
Filipino dealers and collectors are omit-

ted above, as they are mere intermedi-
a rres.

Since 1898 and the con equent influx
of American and other collectors, activity
in philatelic directions among Filipinos,
collectors and others, ha greatly increased
because of greater opportunity for direct
sales and the higher prices realized ; h~,:,-
ing uffered from past expenenc~, Fili-
pinos are very lukewarm over sending col-
lection or supplies abroad on approval and
taking chances of receiving jus.t. returns.
:\Ioreover, with American dominion, the
sanctity of official records of Spani h days
seems to have entirely passed away, and
Filipino clerks, not themselves philatelists
but who have learned that stamps possess
a marketable value, have not hesitated to
remove stamps from documents in their
hies (and in many cases the documents
themselves) which have therefore come
upon the market.

FISC\LLY USED.

In view of this condition of affairs, it
will be readily understood that the great
hnlk of the supplies of used stamps is
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from sources indicating fiscal use. Under
ordinary conditions postal use may be de-
termined by the cancellations ~;1emselves;
but, as a large proportion of the stamps on
telegrams bear postal cancellations while
many cancelling' stamps were intended for
use on all "communications," which includes
telegrams as well as letters, this is by no
means a sure test for these issues. The
only definite conclusion at which we may
arrive, therefore, is that only the original
covers positively prove postal use. Hence
it would appear unwise for a general COl-
lector to go to extra trouble or expense
to acquire postally cancelled used copies,
especially of the later Spanish issues. As
to the earlier issues, prior to 1870, the sit-
uation is different, in fact it is practically
reversed. And, in general, it may be said
that the fact that a stamp in used condi-
tion is scarce or rare (and, after all, that
is what a high catalogue value means), is
prima facie evidence that it was never
used fiscally, as in that case larger sup-
plies would now be available and the price
be lower accordingly.

STAlIPS ON ORIGl NJ\L CO\'E){S.

The ideal way to collect used stamps
is, of cours-, on the original cover. But
original covers bearing the stamps of Span
ish issues of the Philippines are exceed
ingly rare, and are greatly to be cherished
when found. Some have been preserved by
collectors. but "finds" are very rare. ~eith-
er the climate nor the style of buildings
fosters preservation of unnecessary docu-
ments, as covcr s would be regarded by
the non-philatelist. And whcre such cov-
ers have been preserved they are usually
found to have su ffered grea t 1Y from the
"Array," an everprevalent ant which feeds,
by choice, on any paper which bears gum.
For example, it has been the writer', good
fortune to see three full sheets, postally
used, of the one real stamp of 1854, but
each of them had one or more stamps
ant-eaten, to the marring of their beauty
as well as value.

From all of which would appear that,
except when hampered as, alas! most of
us are, by financial reasons, "mint" speci-
mens should be our goal. But here, too,
we are faced by the fact that most of the
unused specimens have no gum remain-
ing. And, by the way, many have doubt-
less been puzzled by the number of can-
celled specimens which seem to have full
gum. While many of these doubtless be-
long to the "cancelled-to-order" class, it
remains the fact that the g-um used on the
Spanish issues was a rice gum which is
not readily soluble in water. Hence one
may himself soak off a stamp from its

cover, and find that, after drying, it still
se erns to show the full original gum.

Practically all of the stamps issued since
1887 are fairly plentiful in "mint" condi-
tion, this is largely due to the sale at
auction by the U. S. authorities, of the re-
mainders found on hand when the gov-
ernment offices were occupied in 1898. All
of the later Spanish issues (including the
Aguinaldo or Revolutionary issues) are
very much scarcer in used than in "mint"
condition. ]'his is also true of certain
values of t?le U. S. surcharged issues.

SURCH.\RGES.

We may therefore conclude that our
general collection shall consist of used
copies (except where unused are cheaper)
for the earlier Spanish issues, and of mint
copies for the later ones. As to the sur-
charges it may be said that, if practicable,
they should be collected unused, as by far
the larger part of those used appear to
have been used fiscally. All punched
copies were used on telegrams, no matter
how cancelled; but not all of those so used
·-.ere punched, and the postal cancellation,
as already noted, is no sure guarantee. Of
course, our Philippines general collection
would be greatly simplified, as well as the
expense lessened very materially, if we
counld omit the surcharges altogether. This,
however, would leave even a general col-
lection about as interesting as the tradi-
tional play of "l Iarnlet' with Hamlet left
out. The specialist in particular would
miss the most fascinating portion of his
pursuit, which consists of studying the
differences in the types and varieties of
the surcharges and in searching and wait-
ing for the elusive missing ones. And in
general it may be said that to leave out
a whole class of stamps of the issues of any
country prevents one's collection from be-
ing in any true sense re-presentative of its
postal issues. It is Quite a different mat-
ter. however, to omit certain stamps of that
class for reasons particular to them and
sufficiently valid to command respectful
recognition from other collectors.

\Vith this end in view the writer has,
in the following list of and notes upon
the Philippines issues, given as main varr-
eties those which, in his opinion, should
be included in even the simplest general
collection; but, as this list is also intended
for the use of those who may desire to spe-
cialize to a greater or less degree, he has
also given. as sub-varieties, all marked dif-
ferences in shade or color, minor varieties,
and types and varieties in the surcharges.
Bv this means all available information
Will be at the disposal of those who care
for it, while others need not be discouraged,
as each is perfectly free to draw the line
for himself and wherever he chooses.

11



REIGN OF QUEEN ISABELLA II.

PART II.

CHAPTER V.
THE I"SUES OF 1854.

The first issues of stamps for the Philippines
came during the reign of Mar ia Isabella Luisa,
better known as Queen Isabella II., who was born
in 1830, declared Queen at the death of her father
in 1833, and reigned under the Regency of her
mother until 1839, when the latter was forced to
flee to France, leaving the young Queen and the
Regency to the care of one Espartero, a Spanish
statesman of the period. In 1843, when but 13
years of age, Isabella was declared by the Cortes
to have attained her majority, the Regency was
discontinued, Isabella became nominally Queen and
was invested with full power as such. Actually,
however, the real power rested in the hands of her
Prime l\:linister, Narvaez, who was virtually Dicta-
tor for some years.

Young, weak, inexperienced, the plaything of
European politics of the time, it is no wonder
that her Ii fe was a stormy one, and filled with
unhappiness.

At the age of 16 the young Queen was married
to her cousin, Don Francisco d' .Assis i, whose pr in-
cipal recommendation, in the eyes of the Euro-
pean Powers, all of whom felt authorized to in-
termeddle in the matter, was the probability that
he could beget no heir to the throne. As a result,
the Queen herself sought compensation for her
unhappy marriage in sensual indulgence, bore
children, and tried to cover the dissoluteness of
her private life by a superstitious devotion to re-.
ligion, and by throwing her influence on the side
of the clerical and reactionary party in politics.
Common dangers at last succeeded in uniting the
various sections of the liberals for defense, and
the people, disgusted by the scandals of the court
and the contemptible "Camarilla" which sur-
rounded the Queen. ralied to iheir side. A revo-
lution was speedily accomplished and in 1868
Isabella was forced to flee to France, where she
died in Paris on April 9, 1904.

Postage stamps were first issued in Spain in
1850, but the first issues for the Philippines did
not appear until four years later. It has been
claimed that an attempt was made to introduce
them at Xlanila in 1847, that four values were
printed, did not prove satisfactory to the Span-
ish officials, were never placed in use, and are
supposed to be yet preserved among the archives
of the General Post Office at Xla la. Inquiry and
investigation made by the writer while in Manila
(1905·7), through the Chief of the Bureau of Ar·
chives, failed to develop any such stamps as pre-
served there, as they would be if in existence,
nor was any decree for their preparation found
in the official gazette. They may, therefore, be
accepted as probably mythical; in any case, how-
ever, they would be of interest to philatelist. only
from an historical point of view, and as the first
essays for stamps of the Phrlinoines.

By a royal decree of January 12, 1853, prornul-
gated by the Captain-General on December "
1853, the first issue of postage stamps to be put
into actual use was ordered. The royal decree
directed the Captain-General to take the necessary
steps for the manufacture and sale of stamps for
"interior" use. that is, within the islands. All
letters, even though privately sent, were to hI
prepaid by means of stamps, or considered con-
traband.

The stamps were made at Manila. from hand-
engraved copper plates of 40 stamps to the plate.
5 horizontally by 8 vertically. Each stamp on
each plate differs somewhat from the others and
sufficiently to permit them to be separately dis-
tinguished and the plates reconstructed. The de-
sign shows the head of Queen Isabella surrounded
by an oval of pearls, with upper and lower hori-
zontal labels. For the 5 and 10 cuar tos. the upper
label bears the word "CaRRE-OS" (meaning mail
or postage) and the date "1854 y 55," while the
lower label has the word "FRANCO" (free, or
prepaid) and the value. For the I Real and 2
Reales values, these labels are interchanged, the
upper bearing the value and the lower the date.
The stamps are 18Y, x 21 y, mm., are printed on
medium to thin paper, which is yellowish to white
in color; the stamps are imperforate.

ISSUED FEBRUARY 1, 18H.

1. CUi\. RTOS, orange, red-orange, and shades.
(1)*.

(a) Head on ground of finer lines.
The largest known block of this value contains

37 of the 40 varieties, and was sold at auction at
Paris on Xfay 27, 1910. It had been the prop-
erty of the late M. Mi.rabaud. but its present
owner is unknown.

There are said to have been two plates for this
stamp, one having finer lines than the other in the
groundwork, and plates of each are said to have
been reconstructed. As similar differences may
sometimes be distirigu ished between stamps of the
same block of other values, it is doubtful whether
different plates were really made or if the result
noted is due to wear 01' retouching of one original
plate.

"The numbers in parenthesis are those of the
corresponding stamps as listed in Scott's Stand-
ard Catalogue.
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•'. 10 CUARTOS, carmine and shades (2).
a. Rose-red and shades (3).
The full mint sheet of this stamp, from which

Scott's electro-plate was made. is presumed to be
still intact, though its present whereabouts is not
known; it may perhaps be in the Tapling or Fer-
rary collections. Two blocks of IS varieties each,
living 30 of the 40 varieties, have been seen by
the writer on the original cover. A full sheet
of the rose-red shade in postally used condition
was offered for sale a few years since by a dealer
in Paris; whether it is still intact is not known.

Mencar ini mentions a 10 Cuar tos BLACK as
having been issued; a Filipino philatelist. a friend
and co-worker with Mencar ini in the preparation
of his stamp work, informed the writer that this
stamp was merely an essay cancelled on a cover
through favor of post office officials. J. :'IL Bar-
tels owns the only known copy in this country.
It is No. 11 in the plate, but the 0 in "\0" is
much smaller.

3. 1 RL. FTE., blue, slate-blue and shades of
each (4).

a. Ultramarine and shades (4b).
b. Error, "CORROS" instead of "CORREOS"

in lower label (4c).
Three full unsevered sheets have been seen by

the writer; all were postally used, and each had
one or more stamps partially ant-eaten. One of
these sheets is in possession of a well-known
Baltimore collector. An unused sheet is in the
Tapling collection.

4. 2 RS. FTE., green, yellow-green and shades
of each (5 and Sa).

A full sheet, but fiscally cancelled, has been
seen by the writer in the collection of a well-
known collector, formerly of Manila, but now
residing in Japan.

The decree of the Captain-General of December
7, 1853, made the use of stamps compulsory for
the interior( that is, within the islands) only. and
the rates were fixed as follows: Under ~ ounce.
S cuartos; ~ to I ounce, 10 cuartos; I to I~
ounces, 1 real; for each additional ~ ounce, 10
euartos: the r egi st.ration fee was 2 reales.

The designs of this first issue appear to have
seemed crude and unsatisfactory to the authorities
in Spain, for on September I, 1854 (probably
soon after the arrival in Spain of the first copies)
another royal decree was issued directing' that
after .\pril I, 1855, all stamps on letters to for-
eign countries (I real and 2 r ea les ) should in
future be made in Spain, while only those for in-
terior use (5 and 10 cuartos) should be made at
Manila. To permit of the use of supplies on hand
this date was postponed by decree of December
18, 1854, to take effect in June, 1855; it was later
again postponed until January 1, ]856. The de-
cree of December 18, 1854, also amended the for-
mer decree by directing that. after June 1, 1855,
the rate for foreign letters should be I real, and
for registered letters, 2 reales. A decree of June
2Z, 1855, further directed that all letters to Spain
must bear stamps. All official correspondence was
free for a time, but in 1858 the then current offi-
cial stamps of Spain were used.

CHAPTER VI.
THE ISSUES OF 1855 AND 1856.

The decree of September I, 1854, seems to have
resulted in an attempt to produce at Manila a
more creditable stamp design for the common value
lor interior use (called by Filipino collectors, the
"Cabeaa grande," or "biR head") which was issued
in June, 1855. The head of Isabella is here sur-
rounded by a circ Ie of pearls, though the circle is
broken by both upper and lower labels. The stamp.
were Jithogrgphed on thin white paper, in block!
of four varieties, each stamp surrounded by a
frame; the stamps are 19 or 19~x22mm., and are
imperforate. Each sheet contained 48 stamps, in
6 horizontal rows of 8, the value of sheet thus
being 30 reales copper. *

ISSUED 11\ JUKE, 1855.

5. 5 CU, \ RTOS, vermilion, red and shades of
each (6).

The four varieties of the normal block differ as
follows :1'

I. S of CORREOS is very tall and narrow;
1854 is small and figures are of even size;
all figures 5 vi upper label have serifs inclining
upward to right, but none touch top line, 5 of 5
Cs. is small, and has small loop or curve. The
circle of pearls is broken by the frame line at left,
and size of stamp is 19x22mm.

II. C of CORREOS farther from end of
label than in other types; serif of last 5 of 55
inclines upward and touches outer line of upper
label; 5 of 5 Cs. has practically no staff, serif
slopes down to loop; C of Cs. resembles a G. The
circle of pearls is broken by frame line at left,
though not so much so as for I; the size of stamp
is 19x22mm.

III. C of CORREOS is tall, narrow, close
to left of label; 8 and 5 of 1855 are higher
at bottom than the 1 and 4; serifs in 55 incline up-

.•All quotations from IIanciau are taken from
his articles on "The Postal Issues of the Spanish
Colony of the Philippines," published in Stanley
Gibbons' Monthly Journal, !905-6.

jIn the block illustrated the varieties appear
III, IV at top, I, II below.
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ward. and the last one often touches upper line; 5
of 5 Cs. has small: thin, horizontal serif, and staff
to curve below is short and thin; curve of 5 ir;;

large. Frame line at left just touches circle of
pearls; stamp measures 19x22mm.

J\". C of CORREOS is small, narrow and
close to left of label; 1854 is large and even;
serifs in 55 are nearly horizontal, and well away
from top line of label. The circle of pearls is not
broken by frame line at left, and size of stamp is
19J1,x22mm.

Hanciau notes that II and IY have a period
after S5 in upper label; if so it is often so in-
distinct as to be practically missing entirely. lIe
further notes the following differences between
these types and the "r e-engraved" (next) issue:

LIl\'ES IN SP.\l\DRELS.
(Re·

T. If. III. 1\". engr aved.)
Upper left . 8 9 7 9 10
Lower left. 8 8 8 10 9
Upper right. .. II 13 10 11 13
Lower right ... 13 15 12 13 13

The foregoing issue was followed soon after-
ward by what is commonly called a r e-eug rav ing of
the same general type; the circle of plain color
surrounding the head is not broken by either label
and the head is slightly smaller, for which rea-
son the Filipino collectors call it the "Cabeza
chica," "or little head." There is but the one
variety; the stamps are lithographed on thin white
paper, size is 180x21~mm., and the stamps arc
imperforate.

ISSUED AUGUST (C), 1855.

6. 5 CU.\RTOS, red and pale red (7).

\Vhile the dates above given for these issues are
those quoted by Mencarini and generally accepted,
they are not definitely known to be correct. In
fact, a considerable degree of mystery surrounds
both of these issues. I-Ianciau otes the single
type issue as the earlier, assigning It to June, 1855,
and giving date of the 4 type issue as July. Jl is
reasons are, briefly, that the single type issue is
known in but one color (apparently therefore in
but one printing), and practically all were used;
while the 4 type issue was found in full sheets
among the supplies purchased by J. B. Moens
from the Philippines T'reasury in 1881; moreover,
the 4 type issue appears to have undergone several
printings, judging from the range of shades found.
This view is further supported by the fact that
minor differences in the stamps themselves suggest
possible retouching of the old stones used or per-

haps new stones from a slightly different set of
designs.

Some of the Filipino collectors accept the
belief, concurred in for some time by the au-
thr-r hereof, that the later issue was made in Spain,
and that the preceding one was made and issued
at Manila pending the arrival of the later issue
and in consequence of approaching exhaustion of
the 1854 supplies. This theory is supported by the
fact that there is but the one type of the later
issue (or of any known issue from Spain) while
there are at least four distinct varieties or types of
each issue known to have been made at Manila
prior to 1861. This would also explain the greater
rarity of the "re-eugraved" and its being found
in only one color, as well as the need for further
issues of the 4 types after the "re-eng raved " was
exhausted. On the other hand, however, is the fact
that the decree of September 1, 1854, provided
that all 5 and 10 cuartos stamps should be made at
Manila, and had not been annulled. It has further
been suggested" that perhap the 4 type issue was
withdrawn from use entirely and the 5 cuartos of
1854 again placed in use, thus explaining the issue
of this stamp with coarser lines in the back-
ground due to retouching of the original plate,
and also accounting for variety of No. 6 above.
,\11 of the above is purely conjectural, however, as
there is not yet available sufficient information to
deride the questions definitely.

Considering that these stamps (of 1855) were in
nse (supposedly, at least) for three and a half
years as against one year and a half for the cor-
responding value of the 185.+ issue, it is not easy
to assign a reason wh v they are of about equal
rarit y at the present day, at least so far as list
prices may be accepted; as a matter 0_' fact the
1855 issues, and especially the "r e-eng raved," are
very much "harder to get" than the 5 cuartos of
1854. Correspondence should have been increas-
ing yearly. and the suspicion of the natives lessen-
ing; both of these causes should apparently have
increased the number of stamps to be used. A
possible explanation of the discrepancy mav be
that, because adhesive stamps were such a com-
plete innovation, larger quantities of the first
issues were prescrved as curiosities Or souvenirs,
but that such preservation ceased as it was found
that new issues were being so frequently made.
Mor eove r , the very fact that they were used only
within the islands and were used there in large
Quantities would naturally lessen interest in them
and cause them to be considered unworthy of pre-
servation, especially as the latter was so difficult.
It is further to be noticed that the philatelist was
not yet "abroad in the land," and hence there was
no especial reason for the recipients of the stamps
to preserve them. Study of cancelled copies does
not help in solving the difficulty, as these stamps
are quite scarce in any form and used copies are
generally not cancelled with a dated obliteration,
as this was first used upon the stamps themselves
only about 1859.

It has also been suggestedt as an explanation

"B'y the editor of Stanley Gibbons' Monthly
Journal in commenting on Hanciau's articles.

[Editor of Stanley Gibbons' ).fonthly Journal.
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of the present relative rarity of the issues of
1854 and 1855, that collectors will ua t urnlly accu-
mulate more stamps of an issue of 40 lor even 4)
varieties than of an issue of a single variety.
Hence prices (which, to the uninitiated at ieast,
indicate relative rarity) may be higher, by reason
of greatc r demand, for a stamp much less rare
than for another of equal or greater rarity.
It is also possible, as before noted, that these
issues (1855) were withdrawn from use and
replaced by a re-issue of the 5 Cs. of 185-t; this
would also increase rarity through limiting origi-
nal supply.

It will be noted that stamps were made and
issued in the Philippines about a year before they
were provided for in Cuba and Porto Rico. Due
to the fact that the early Philippines designs and
workmanship did 110t meet with favor in the eyes
of the Spanish authorities. they appear to have
determined to procure beauty as well as uniformity
for all the island possessions by having the stamps
made in and provided f rom Spain. for foreign
use, at least. The next Philippines issue was,
therefore, the same as the 1855 issue for Cuba and
Porto Rico, They were lithographed on rough,
bluish paper, watermarked loops, and are imper-
forate.

ISSUED J.\:\L'.\RY 1, 1856.

No. 7. \Vmk.

_ 7. J RI. 1'1..\"1".\ i'., green, blue-green (8).
- 8. 2 Rs. PL.', T.\ F., deep carmine, deep red

(9).

The royal decree of June 22, 1855, which made
the use of stamps compulsory on correspondence
with Spain, may very probably have conternp la ted
that this issue would arrive at Xf ani la with the de-
cree, and thus be available for immediate use,
They seem to have been delayed until late in the
year, necessitating use of the 1854 issue mean-
while. Some authorities give 1859 as date of first
use, perhaps because the earliest known dated can-
cellations on the stamps are of that year.

These stamps are peculiar in that they do not
seem to belong to a collection of Philippines ex-
cept in used ccndirion and with a cancel lat iun
\\ hich indentifies them as having actually been used
there. They arc not at all scarce in the Philip-
pines, but by far the la rger portion found are

pen-cancelled Or bear the net-work cancellation
common to Cuba and Porto Rico also. and hence
are not sufficiently identified for the purposes of
a Philippines collection.

Except during temporary exhaustion of the sup-
ply in 1863 these were the only stamps accepted
on mail leavi ng the islands for foreign countriea;
they were not officially discontinued until the end
of 1864, and they appear even later, probably
through use of supplies ill remote offices in the
interior or in the possession of private individuals.

1t is a vcry curious fact, as noted by ~Ir, C, J,
Phillips, thatytlJ of the Philippines issues of these
1 real and 2 rcalcs stamps were on the blue paper
watermarked loops, while even so early as 185t
the Cuba issues of this type appeared on yellowish
paper watermarked lines, and, in 185i, on white
u nwater ma rked paper, which was also true of the
issues of those years for Spain, This is all the
1I10re curious .1"; these issues for the Philippines
were (supposedly, at least) ill use froru January
I, 1856, to January 1, 1865. and perhaps still later
for ill land offices. Officially these were among the
old issues witbd rawn from use by a Royal Order
issued in Novcmbc r, 18(1-t, though the fa t that not
all o f the supply had even then been exhausted
i..• proved hy the fact that they were later available
[or the surcharge 1I.\lllLIL\DO paR LA
~,\CJOX, and are not especially rare thus even
now,

I t seems scarcely credihl e that this is due to a
sufficien t supply having been issued at first and
carefully preserved for this use (foreign), for it
i-, known that these issues were largely used on
documents, etc. (whence the copies obliterated by
diagonal pen-lines), and, moreover, various refer-
encc , in known decrees show that demands were
made for new supplies of some stamps from Spain,
a ud these could, apparently, only be these issues as
all others were heing made at Xl ariila. It is pos-
sible, though rather improbable, that the supplies
referred to in the Decree of September 24, 1863,
as being on order at the National Stamp Factory
at Xladrid and to be despatched to Manila as soon
as possible, were of the second type of the 1 real
green (our ;\0. 18, later) rather than a further
supply of the Cuba types. It is difficult how-
ever, to reconcile this with the Decree of Sep-
tember 6, 1870, in wh ich the surcharged issues of
April 12, 1870, are .refcr rcd to as having been
"lithographed in the Colony," If the supplies re-
Icrrcd to in the Decree of September 2-t, 1863,
were not (our) No. 18 they must have been Nos.
7 and 8, proving them to have been issued at
var ious times through 9 years but always in the
same paper, with same watermark. and in practi-
cally the same shades as the issue for 1856. which
seems almost unbelievable in view of the changes
in stamps for Spain and its other colonies in the:
mean time,
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PHILIPPINES 1859. 5c. RED
Full sheet of 56 in the Geo. H. Worthington Collection. (From Photograph.)

Reduced About One-third in Size.
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